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MEMORLAL[HUVER&TY(H7NEWFOUNDLAND
St. John'’s, Newfoundland, Canada

Telex: 016-4101
Telephone: (709) 753-1200 =

November 12, 1982

Department of History
Maritime History Group

Mr. R.V. Grey,

3491 Caplan Crescent,
Burlington, Ontario,
L7N 2P9

Dear Mr. Grey:

Thank you for your letter of 7th November 1982, and en-
closed cheque for $45.00. We hope all the“confusion has been
settled over letters getting crossed in the mail.

The name Grey was sometimes spelt 'Gray' in the Records
here. Robert Grey first appears in our records as Robert 'Gray',
Captain of .....an armed merchant ship "John", taken on the Grand
Banks by the French (1758) and subsequently ransomed. He was
described at that time as " a Captain of Dartmouth."”

In the early 1760's he was captain of the "william."
owned by William Keen, a Teignmouth - Newfoundland merchant here.
Gray sailed between Lisbon - Newfoundland, Devon, and Boston -
Newfoundland. By 1765 he was l1iving in Harbor Grace - O at least
spending his summers there. In that year he was appointed treasurer
of the local fund to build a new jail there. BY 1772 he was a es-
tablished planter, referred to as a Harbor Grace merchant (prob-
ably a local supplier/dealer for a larger firm) and was appointed n
Justice of the Peace by the Conception Bay Surrogate Court.

[ 2]

pParish records are almost non-existent for 18th century
Conception Bay. Some marriage and birth records appear in Court
records - though these are sparse and fragmentary. Robert Grey
married a Sarah (?) in the early 1770's. We have no information
as to who she was or where she was born. Planter-dealers often win-
tered in England at this time and he could have met her (or her
parents) on either side of the Atlantic. We know of two children
puried at Harbor Grace: a daughter Elizabeth (1781); a son wWilliam
(Jan. 1782). Sarah, wife of Robert Grey died at Harbor Grace, April

1782.
=

Robert Grey died in Poole, Dorset, in May 1793. He had
leased his property in Harbor Grace to a John Trapnell there. Cap-
tain Grey (Gray) was most probably a pevonshireman, though we do
not know the actual town O village of his birth. The early re- .
ference to him as 'a captain of Dartmouth' does not necessarily
nean he was born there. That he wintered in Poole and was subsequen-
tly buried there does not connect his birthplace with Dorset. Poole
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had a large winter-time. 'Newfoundland community' at time, including
captains from>other parts of the United Kingdom.

Our records connect with your information regarding Rob-
ert Grey's deposition at Mansion House, London, Feb. 4, 1805. He
most likely travelled back and forth with his parents between New-
foundland and England. He knew both places. It would have been
his parents who told him in which place he was born. Since you have
read the deposition you have more knowledge of this subject than

we have here.

We have no information on a James Moring. We have records
of a Captain John G. Morin who sailed out of Jersey and Guernsey
for a number of Jersey and Anglo traders during the 1770's and early
1780's. There seems to be no connection, however, with Robert Grey.

I am enclosing a paid invoice for $45.00 ( 3 hours at
$15.00 per hour) to cover the cost of the time involved in research-
ing this material. We hope it will be helpful to you in your re-

search.

Yours sincerely,

Keith Matthews,
Chairman,
MARITIME HISTORY

KK/vk
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St. John's, Newfoundland, Canada

Department of History Telex: 016-4101
Maritime History Group Telephone: (709) 753-1200

November 12, 1982

Mr. R.V. Grey,

3491 Caplan Crescent,
Burlington, Ontario,
L7N 2P9

Dear Mr. Grey:

Thank you for your letter of 7th November 1982, and en-
closed cheque for $45.00. We hope all the“confusion has been
settled over letters getting crossed in the mail.

The name Grey was sometimes spelt 'Gray' in the Records
here. Robert Grey first appears in our records as Robert 'Gray',
Captain of .....an armed merchant ship "John", taken on the Grand
Banks by the French (1758) and subsequently ransomed. He was
described at that time as " a Captain of Dartmouth."”

In the early 1760's he was captain of the "William."
owned by William Keen, a Teignmouth - Newfoundland merchant here.
Gray sailed between Lisbon - Newfoundland, Devon, and Boston -
Newfoundland. By 1765 he was living in Harbor Grace - or at least
spending his summers there. In that year he was appointed treasurer
of the local fund to build a new jail there. By 1772 he was a es-
tablished planter, referred to as a Harbor Grace merchant (prob-
ably a local supplier/dealer for a larger firm) and was appointed
Justice of the Peace by the Conception Bay Surrogate Court.

Parish records are almost non-existent for 18th century
Conception Bay. Some marriage and birth records appear in Court
records - though these are sparse and fragmentary. Robert Grey
married a Sarah (?) in the early 1770's. We have no information
as to who she was or where she was born. Planter-dealers often win-
tered in England at this time and he could have met her (or her
parents) on either side of the Atlantic. We know of two children
buried at Harbor Grace: a daughter Elizabeth (1781); a son William
(Jan. 1782). Sarah, wife of Robert Grey died at Harbor Grace, April
1782.

Robert Grey died in Poole, Dorset, in May 1793. He had
leased his property in Harbor Grace to a John Trapnell there. Cap-
tain Grey (Gray) was most probably a Devonshireman, though we do
not know the actual town or village of his birth. The early re-
ference to him as 'a captain of Dartmouth' does not necessarily
mean he was born there. That he wintered in Poole and was subsequen-
tly buried there does not connect his birthplace with Dorset. Poole
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had a large winter-time 'Newfoundland community' at time, including
captains from>other parts of the United Kingdom.

Our records connect with your information regarding Rob-
ert Grey's deposition at Mansion House, London, Feb. 4, 1805. He
most likely travelled back and forth with his parents between New-
foundland and England. He knew both places. It would have been
his parents who told him in which place he was born. Since you have
read the deposition you have more knowledge of this subject than
we have here.

We have no information on a James Moring. We have records
of a Captain John G. Morin who sailed out of Jersey and Guernsey
for a number of Jersey and Anglo traders during the 1770's and early
1780's. There seems to be no connection, however, with Robert Grey.

I am enclosing a paid invoice for $45.00 ( 3 hours at
$15.00 per hour) to cover the cost of the time involved in research-
ing this material. We hope it will be helpful to you in your re-
search.

Yours sincerely,

Keith Matthews,
Chairman,
MARITIME HISTORY

KK/vk
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Department of History
Maritime History Group

Mr. R.V. Grey,

3491 Caplan Crescent,
Burlington, Ontario,
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Dear Mr. Grey:

Thank you for your letter of 7th November 1982, and en-
closed cheque for $45.00. We hope all the“confusion has been
settled over letters getting crossed in the mail. B

The name Grey was sometimes spelt 'Gray' in the Records
here. Robert Grey first appears in our records as Robert 'Gray',
Captain of .....an armed merchant ship "John", taken on the Grand
Banks by the French (1758) and subsequently ransomed. He was
described at that time as " a Captain of Dartmouth.”

L]

In the early 1760's he was captain of the "William."
owned by William Keen, a Teignmouth - Newfoundland merchant here.
Gray sailed between Lisbon - Newfoundland, Devon, and Boston -
Newfoundland. By 1765 he was living in Harbor Grace - or at least
spending his summers there. In that year he was appointed treasurer
of the local fund to build a new jail there. By 1772 he was a es-
tablished planter, referred to as a Harbor Grace merchant (prob-
ably a local supplier/dealer for a larger firm) and was appointed "
Justice of the Peace by the Conception Bay Surrogate Court.

Parish records are almost non-existent for 18th century
Conception Bay. Some marriage and birth records appear in Court
records - though these are sparse and fragmentary. Robert Grey
married a Sarah (?) in the early 1770's. We have no information
as to who she was or where she was born. Planter-dealers often win-
tered in England at this time and he could have met her (or her
parents) on either side of the Atlantic. We know of two children
puried at Harbor Grace: a daughter Elizabeth (1781); a son William
(Jan. 1782). Sarah, wife of Robert Grey died at Harbor Grace, April

1782.
&

Robert Grey died in Poole, Dorset, in May 1793. He had
leased his property in Harbor Grace to a John Trapnell there. Cap-
tain Grey (Gray) was most probably a Devonshireman, though we do
not know the actual town or village of his birth. The early re- "
ference to him as 'a captain of Dartmouth' does not necessarily
mean he was born there. That he wintered in Poole and was subsequen-
tly buried there does not connect his birthplace with Dorset. Poole
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had a large winter-time. 'Newfoundland community' at time, including
captains from>other parts of the United Kingdom.

Our records connect with your information regarding Rob-
ert Grey's deposition at Mansion House, London, Feb. 4, 1805. He
most likely travelled back and forth with his parents between New-
foundland and England. He knew both places. It would have been
his parents who told him in which place he was born. Since you have
read the deposition you have more knowledge of this subject than

we have here.

We have no information on a James Moring. We have records
of a Captain John G. Morin who sailed out of Jersey and Guernsey
for a number of Jersey and Anglo traders during the 1770's and early
1780's. There seems to be no connection, however, with Robert Grey.

I am enclosing a paid invoice for $45.00 ( 3 hours at
$15.00 per hour) to cover the cost of the time involved in research-
ing this material. We hope it will be helpful to you in your re-

search.

Yours sincerely,

Keith Matthews,
Chairman,
MARITIME HISTORY
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